
GUIDE TO ORIGINALITY/COPYRIGHT SPECIFICATIONS FOR PAPERS 
PUBLISHED BY THE INSTITUTION OF ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY

The procedures and requirements for the publication of papers submitted to journals published by the Institution of 
Engineering and Technology are described below. The Institution of Engineering and Technology must be in receipt of 
a completed and signed Statement of Originality form (page 4) as well as the Publication Agreement and Assignment of 
Copyright form (page 5). Without either of these, the Institution of Engineering and Technology is unable to proceed with 
publication. Please also see page 3 for details of our Pre- and Postprint Policy.

1. Originality

It is the policy of the Institution to publish original material. So that the submitted paper may be considered for publication 
and, if appropriate, refereed, all authors (also see 2.7 below) are asked to sign the Statement of Originality on page 4 of 
this form. This Statement applies to the paper as submitted and to the paper as it may be revised by the author(s) prior to 
publication.

2. Copyright

2.1 It is a requirement of Bylaw 86 of the Institution of Engineering and Technology that every paper presented to the 
Institution of Engineering and Technology and accepted for publication and the copyright therein shall be the property of the 
Institution of Engineering and Technology.

2.2 The copyright of the paper must be assigned to the Institution of Engineering and Technology by means of the Publication 
Agreement and Assignment of Copyright (page 5).

2.3 Where the author(s) is/are employed by the Crown, or if for any other reason the Crown has any rights in the paper, then 
having regard to the provision of Section 163 of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988, the author(s) must obtain 
permission to publish from the Controller of HM Stationery Office. Other consents may also be required.

2.4 In the U.S.A. copyright protection is not available for ‘works of the U.S. Government’ i.e. a work prepared by an officer 
or employee of the U.S. Government as part of that person’s official duties, or on behalf of the U.S. Government. Such work 
can be freely copied in the U.S.A., and copyright in it cannot be claimed by a publisher. Similar provisions may apply to 
work done by Government employees in other countries.

2.5 If the copyright of the work is owned by the author(s), the Agreement should be signed and dated by the author(s) at 
space A. (The author(s) assert(s) to the Institution of Engineering and Technology that he/she/they has/have the moral right 
to be identified as the author(s) of the work in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988).

2.6 If the copyright of the work is owned by the organisation which employs the author(s) or which has commissioned the 
work on which the paper is based, an authorised representative of that organisation should sign and date the Agreement at 
space B. (Note that when a work is made by an employee in the course of employment, the employer is the owner of any 
copyright in the work, but subject to any contractual variation of this position, agreed between the employer organisation 
and the employee author(s).)

2.7 If it is not possible or impracticable for all authors to sign the ‘Statement of Originality’ and the ‘Publication Agreement 
and Assignment of Copyright’, the corresponding author may sign on their behalf. In doing so, the signatory confirms that 
all authors have given their permission for the signatory to act on their behalf.

2.8 The organisation in assigning the copyright in the paper gives no warranty expressed or implied that the paper is free 
from defamatory matter, nor that the paper does not infringe the rights of any third party. 
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2.9 The organisation warrants that it:

a) has advised the author(s) of his/her/their responsibilities to avoid defamation or infringement of third party rights, and

b) will notify the Institution of Engineering and Technology of any adverse claim that comes to its knowledge prior to 
publication.

2.10 Nothing in the Agreement shall in any way affect any agreement which the organisation may have with any of its 
employees or others performing work for or on its behalf.

2.11 The author(s) and/or the organisations for whom the work was performed shall be entitled:

a) to retain all proprietary rights other than the copyright such as patent rights;

b) to reproduce figures and extracts from the paper with proper acknowledgement to the Institution of Engineering and 
Technology;

c) to reuse all or portions of the paper in other works with proper acknowledgement to the Institution of Engineering and 
Technology;

d) without payment to make and have made copies of the published paper for his/her/their/its own purposes but not for 
sale, provided that no reference is made to the Institution of Engineering and Technology in any manner which implies 
endorsement by the Institution of Engineering and Technology of any product the organisation manufacturers or in which 
it deals.

2.12 If the Institution of Engineering and Technology declines to publish the paper, the copyright in the paper will remain 
with the original copyright owner(s). If the paper is accepted for publication but is not published within a reasonable time 
after acceptance, the copyright owner(s) will have the right to require the Institution of Engineering and Technology to 
reassign the copyright in the paper to the original owners.
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PRE- AND POSTPRINT POLICY

The author(s) and/or the organisations for whom the work was performed shall be entitled:

To post preprints of their work on the author’s web site, the author’s employer’s server and the server of any other body 
contributing financially to the research reported, as long as

a. access to such servers is not for commercial use and does not depend on payment of access, subscription, or membership 
fees and

b. the following wording clearly appears on the front page of the preprint:

“This paper is a preprint of a paper submitted to [journal] and is subject to IET copyright [URL]. If accepted, the copy of 
record will be available at [IET Digital Library URL]”

On acceptance, this may be changed to:

“This paper is a preprint of a paper accepted by [journal] and is subject to IET copyright [URL]. When the final version is 
published, the copy of record will be available at [IET Digital Library URL]”

If the paper is rejected, then all mention of the journal should be removed.

c. The preprint should be removed if a subsequent postprint is posted.

To  post  postprints  of  their  work  (reviewed, revised and accepted for publication by the Institution of Engineering and 
Technology) on the author’s web site and the author’s employer’s server and the server of any other body contributing 
financially to the research reported, as long as

a. access to such servers is not for commercial use and does not depend on payment of access, subscription, or membership 
fees

b. the following wording clearly appears on the front page of the postprint:

“This paper is a postprint of a paper submitted to and accepted for publication in [journal] and is subject to IET copyright 
[URL]. The copy of record is available at [IET Digital Library URL]”

c. The postprint must be the author’s version and not the Institution of Engineering and Technology’s version/PDF.

d. The postprint must not be posted prior to publication of the paper by the Institution of Engineering and Technology and 
when posted any preprint version should be removed.

Any questions should be addressed to the publisher.
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STATEMENT OF ORIGINALITY (Please fill in ALL fields)

Manuscript ID (Paper Number).........................................................
Paper Title.....................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................................
Author(s).......................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................................

1. Authorship
1.1 Does the paper describe work carried out by the author(s)?..................................................................................................
1.2 Has anyone else contributed to the work, to the paper or taken part in its preparation?........................................................
If ‘yes’ please name them...............................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................................
1.3 Does the paper give proper acknowledgement to all contributors other than the author(s) named above?.............................
......................................................................................................................................................................................................
1.4 To the best of your knowledge, is the work described in the paper original?........................................................................ 
If the paper includes work which is not original, or which has been copied from another source, please give details................  
......................................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................……………………………...

2. Publication elsewhere
2.1 Has the paper been presented at any conference / congress / symposium etc?...................................................................... 
If the answer is ‘yes’ please give brief details and also upload a copy of the material presented (in conjunction with a 
covering letter) stating how the submission to the Institution of Engineering and Technology is a significant enhancement of 
the previous work.........................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................………………………………………………..
2.2 Has the paper been published in any journal, or other form of publication (in any language)?............................................ 
If ‘yes’ please give details.............................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................................
2.3 Is the paper presently under consideration for publication in any other journal or other form of publication?..................... 
If ‘yes’ please give details.............................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................................

3. Permission
Has your employer (or any person who commissioned the work described in the paper) agreed to its submission to the 
Institution of Engineering and Technology with a view to publication?...................................................................................... 
......................................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................................

Please sign below:
I/We, the named author(s) of the above paper, confirm that the above statements are correct, that the paper contains 
nothing defamatory, and that it may be submitted to the Institution of Engineering and Technology with a view to publication. 
I/We agree that the Institution of Engineering and Technology shall be entitled to be fully indemnified by me/us against all 
claims:

(a) that the paper is defamatory, or (b) that the paper infringes the copyright of any third party, or (c) arising from any 
negligent or wilful mis-statements in the answers to this Statement of Originality.

Signed.......................................................................................................................................Date.............................................
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PUBLICATION AGREEMENT AND ASSIGNMENT OF COPYRIGHT

I/We being the owner(s) of the copyright in the above mentioned Paper (“the Paper”) hereby submit the same to The 
Institution of Engineering and Technology (“The Institution”) with a view to publication thereof (or as the Paper may be 
amended on re-submission) by The Institution.

In consideration of The Institution agreeing to consider the Paper for publication, I/We (jointly and severally) warrant 
(please circle either (a), (b) or (c)):

(a) that I/we am/are the Proprietor(s) of the copyright in the Paper, and conditional upon the Institution of Engineering 
and Technology agreeing to publish the Paper I/we, as Proprietor(s) and Beneficial Owner(s), hereby assign all Copyright, 
including rights in electronic publishing, in the above paper to the Institution of Engineering and Technology subject to the 
provision of paragraph 2.11 of the instructions attached hereto;

(b) that the Paper is Crown Copyright and that pursuant to the provisions of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988, 
I/we have obtained written permission from the Controller of HM Stationery Office for the publication of the Paper;

(c) that the Paper is a work of the U.S. Government and in the Public Domain.

Please complete and sign the form at either A or B below:

A To be signed by the author(s) when he/she/they own the Copyright – (see 2.7 on page 1)

Signature(s)...................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................................
Date.............................................

Name and address of author(s) responsible for correspondence with the Institution of Engineering and Technology:.............. 
......................................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................................

OR

B To be signed by an authorised representative of an organisation when it owns the Copyright

Signed by......................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................................
For and on behalf of......................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................................
Date.............................................

Name and address of author(s) responsible for correspondence with the Institution of Engineering and Technology........................ 
......................................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................................
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